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Abstract: In South Africa, the year 1994 marked the end of the apartheid 
regime and the beginning of constitutional democracy. This political 
transition which many black South Africans witnessed, raised their hope of a 
country devoid of racial segregation and all forms of inequality. But not long 
after the African National Congress (ANC)-led government got to work vis-
à-vis the actualisation of the common hope of its people that the rainbow 
nation became a destination for migrants. Almost three decades after 
becoming a constitutional democracy, many of the locals in South Africa’s 
townships are still impoverished and unemployed unlike the foreign 
nationals. Thus, the aggrieved locals have occasionally attacked mostly 
African immigrants for allegedly taking away the few available jobs, their 
women, for drug peddling and other criminal activities in their communities. 
This paper studies the 2019 xenophobic violence against African immigrants 
in South Africa and the reactions that ensued in the Nigerian State. For this 
study, the historical approach was adopted and the qualitative method of 
secondary data collection. Theoretically, the relative deprivation theory, 
frustration-aggression theory and, scapegoat theory were knotted to explain 
the rationale behind xenophobic violence in South Africa, the link between 
disgruntled locals’ frustration and aggressive behaviour and lastly, why 
African immigrants are occasionally victimised. This paper concluded that 
the Nigerian people and government reactions to the recent wave of 
xenophobic violence show that they have had enough of the one too many 
attacks on Nigerians living in South Africa. 
Keywords: African Immigrants, Locals, Townships, Rainbow Nation, 
Xenophobic Violence 
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Introduction 
Following the termination of white 
minority rule in South Africa in the 
year 1994, black South Africans had 
high hopes of a prosperous country, 
free of racial discrimination and all 
forms of inequality (Ogunnoiki & 
Adeyemi, 2019). No sooner had the 
ANC-led government started working 
to make the hope of its citizenry a 
reality than the influx of refugees, 
asylum seekers and economic 
migrants of mostly African origin 
began.  
 
25 years after the political 
transformation of the “rainbow 
nation” (a phrase coined by Nobel 
Peace Prize winner, Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu for South Africa, 
being a country of diverse people) 
from the apartheid regime to a 
democratic form of government, black 
South Africans are yet to reap the 
dividends of liberal democracy. In the 
townships of South Africa (a country 
endowed with solid minerals – gold 
and diamond), poverty is evident 
coupled with a rising unemployment 
rate in the country which was above 
27% at the close of the year 2018 
(BBC News, 2019a; BBC News, 
2019b; Ogunnoiki & Adeyemi, 2019).  
 
The locals claim that immigrants are 
competing with them for jobs that are 
in short supply in the formal and 
informal sector of South Africa’s 
economy as well as for other scarce 
resources e.g. housing. They also 
chorus that they strain the insufficient 
public services e.g. healthcare, 
education, electricity etc., are 
marrying their women to become 
citizens, are spreading infectious 
diseases such as HIV/AIDS and, are 
into drug trafficking, prostitution and 
other criminal activities (Minnar, 
2005, Nyamnjoh, 2006 as cited in 
Choane et al., 2011:134; Tella & 
Ogunnubi, 2014; South African 
History Online 2015 as cited in 
Ojedokun, 2015:172; Oyedemi, 2015; 
Ogunnoiki & Adeyemi, 2019).  
Hence, out of sheer jealousy and 
hatred, the resentful locals have 
occasionally poured their frustration 
on mostly African immigrants who 
they call ‘Makwerekwere’ (a 
disparaging South African word for 
dark-skinned foreigners from African 
countries who speak languages and 
have phonetic sounds different from 
South Africans (Tafira, 2011 as cited 
in Oni & Okunade, 2018:46) or better 
put, black Africans who cannot speak 
South African local languages 
(Nyamnjoh, 2006, Oucho, 2006 as 
cited in Tshishonga, 2015:169)) as 
was seen in May 2008 and April 2015 
to mention a few (Ogunnoiki & 
Adeyemi, 2019).  
 
This research paper examines the 
2019 episode of xenophobic violence 
in South Africa and how the people 
and government of Nigeria reacted to 
the incidents. For a systematic study 
after this introduction, this paper has 
been compartmentalised with the 
following subheadings: conceptual 
clarification, theoretical framework, 
the recent wave of xenophobic 
violence in post-apartheid South 
Africa, the instigators of 2019 
xenophobic violence in South Africa, 
reactions in Nigeria to the renewed 
xenophobic violence in South Africa, 
conclusion and lastly, 
recommendations. 
 
Conceptual Clarification 
The etymology of the word 
‘xenophobia’ is from the Greek words 
‘xenos’ (meaning alien, stranger or 
foreigner) and ‘phobos’ (meaning 
fear). Literally, xenophobia is the 
‘fear of a foreigner’ but, the word has 
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a much deeper meaning than this 
(Ogunnoiki & Adeyemi, 2019).  
 
“The term xenophobia is used to 
describe the dislike for immigrants or 
people who are different from oneself. 
As such, the term xenophobia is an 
outburst of discriminatory ideas, 
societal stereotyping and prejudices 
that is most times disguised with the 
phenomenon of nationalism” 
(Onyido, 2018:75). Put in another 
way, xenophobia is “a negative 
attitude, a dislike, a fear, or a hatred 
of foreigners, which may or may not 
translate into a physical attack on 
foreigners” (Okem, et al., 2015:79). 
Succinctly, any act, either in the form 
of abusive language or physical 
attack, and other forms of hatred 
meted on foreign nationals living in a 
particular country is to be described as 
xenophobia (Dauda, et al., 2018) 
 
Theoretical Framework  
In the basket of International 
Relations theories, there is not a 
single theory that satisfactorily 
explains the incessant xenophobic 
attacks on African immigrants in 
South Africa. Hence, there is the need 
for the triangulation of theories. Three 
theories would be knitted in this 
research paper. These theories are: the 
‘Relative Deprivation Theory’, 
‘Frustration-Aggression Theory’, and 
lastly, the ‘Scapegoat Theory’. 
 
Relative deprivation refers to a 
situation where a group of people (or 
an individual as the case maybe) 
perceive themselves as being deprived 
of e.g. basic amenities – roads, clean 
water, electricity, housing etc. 
compared to other groups. In the light 
of this, the Relative Deprivation 
Theory (RDT), a social psychological 
theory developed by S. A. Stouffer et 
al. (1949), R. Merton (1957), W. G. 
Runciman (1966), T. R. Gurr (1970), 
F. Crosby (1976), I. Walker and T. F. 
Pettigrew (1984) among others, 
“suggests that people who feel they 
are being deprived of almost anything 
considered essential in their society—
whether money, rights, political voice 
or status—will organize or join social 
movements dedicated to obtaining the 
things of which they feel deprived” 
(Longley, 2018). Needless to say here 
is the fact that some of these social 
movements are violent in registering 
their discontent.  
 
Concerning xenophobia in South 
Africa, the Relative Deprivation 
Theory makes us understand that the 
locals sporadically attack African 
immigrants because they perceive 
themselves to be deprived of 
economic opportunities unlike the 
black foreigners. This unseemly 
behaviour of the indignant locals is 
often triggered by influential persons 
in South Africa who make 
inflammatory statements. At this 
juncture, the Frustration-Aggression 
Theory briefly takes over to explain 
the link between the locals’ frustration 
and aggressive behaviour.  
The Frustration-Aggression (F-A) 
Hypothesis, commonly called the 
Frustration-Aggression (F-A) Theory, 
is a seminal theory in the discipline, 
Psychology, which has been used in 
other fields of study to explain 
aggressive human behaviour. Central 
to the Frustration-Aggression theory 
is the tenet that there is a causal 
relationship between frustration 
    72 
 
Adeleke Olumide Ogunnoiki                                                                                                           CUJPIA (2019) 7(2) 70-89 
 
 
URL: http://journals.covenantuniversity.edu.ng/index.php/cujpia 
 
(which occurs when a person’s goal 
attainment is hampered) and 
aggression. This conviction of the 
nexus between frustration and 
aggression was first held by a group 
of Yale University psychologists – 
John Dollard, Leonard W. Doob, Neal 
E. Miller, Orval H. Mowrer and, 
Robert R Sears in their co-authored 
monograph: Frustration and 
Aggression (1939). The theory was 
later revised by Neal E. Miller (1941) 
and Leonard Berkowitz (1969) 
(Ogunnoiki & Adeyemi, 2019). 
 
Going by the Frustration-Aggression 
Theory, the reoccurring xenophobic 
violence in South Africa is the 
consequence of disadvantaged locals’ 
frustration. Since the goal of being 
gainfully employed to meet basic 
human needs and lead a decent life 
has been hindered over the years, the 
locals have taken out their frustration 
aggressively on African immigrants 
who they claim are getting the few 
available jobs in resource-endowed 
South Africa (Ogunnoiki & Adeyemi, 
2019). At this juncture, the thought 
provoking questions are these: why 
are African immigrants targeted by 
the locals and not the successive 
ANC-led governments that failed over 
the years to create economic 
opportunities as well as ratchet up the 
delivery of public services to them?, 
why are the locals not attacking 
immigrants from Europe or Asia?. 
Gordon W. Allport’s Scapegoat 
Theory has the answers to these 
questions. 
 
“Scapegoating refers to a process by 
which a person or group is unfairly 
blamed for something that they didn’t 
do and, as a result, the real source of 
the problem is either never seen or 
purposefully ignored” (Crossman, 
2019). This is what psychoanalyst, 
Sigmund Freud (1856-1939), called 
the Ego “displacement” defense 
mechanism. A classic example of 
scapegoating in world history remains 
the Holocaust. Following the defeat of 
Germany in the First World War 
(1914-1918), Germany experienced 
serious economic challenges such as 
hyperinflation that rendered the 
German currency ‘papiermark’ 
valueless. Nazi Germany Führer, 
Adolf Hitler, not only blamed the 
minority group of industrious Jews for 
the economic problems in the country, 
but killed 6 million of them during the 
Second World War (1939-1945). 
 
The Scapegoat Theory or 
Scapegoating Hypothesis as some 
scholars preferably call it, “has largely 
emerged through sociological theory. 
It locates xenophobia within the 
context of social transition and 
change. Hostility towards foreigners 
is explained in relation to limited 
resources, such as housing, education, 
health care and employment, coupled 
with high expectations during 
transition” (Morris, 1998, Tshitereke, 
1999 as cited in Harris, 2002:171).  
 
The locals start by creating what 
Tshitereke (1999:4 as cited in Harris, 
2002:171) called the “frustration-
scapegoat”. This frustration-scapegoat 
(i.e. the vulnerable group of 
enterprising African immigrants 
whose businesses are thriving and are 
accessible in the townships of South 
Africa) is then attacked.  
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The Recent Wave of Xenophobic 
Violence in Post-apartheid South 
Africa 
Immigrants, especially those of 
African descent, have been the 
primary target of violent xenophobes 
in several South African townships 
since 1994. Much as the Chinese, 
Indians, Pakistanis, Bangladeshis etc. 
can be found in different parts of 
South Africa’s nine provinces, 
xenophobes have more often than not, 
taken out their frustration aggressively 
on the nationals of neighbouring 
countries in Southern Africa – 
Malawi, Mozambique and Zimbabwe; 
Central Africa – the Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DRC); West 
Africa – Ghana and Nigeria and; East 
Africa – Somalia and Ethiopia. Thus, 
several scholars and analysts alike 
have reached a consensus that those 
perpetrating xenophobic attacks on 
African immigrants in the rainbow 
nation actually suffer from 
‘afrophobia’ and not the generic 
‘xenophobia’ (Ogunnoiki & Adeyemi, 
2019). 
 
On March 25, 2019, the National 
Action Plan to Combat Racism, 
Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia 
and Related Intolerance was launched 
in South Africa to obviously address 
the occasional xenophobic attacks on 
the nationals of African countries 
among other social issues in the 
country. But a day after the five-year 
National Action Plan was launched, 
xenophobic violence, mostly against 
undocumented Malawians, broke out 
which led to the death of at least two 
persons in the coastal city of Durban, 
KwaZulu-Natal (KZN) province 
(Mavhinga, 2019; Powell, 2019).  
 
In the month of June and July, 
Nigerians were displeased with South 
Africa over the death and 
manhandling of a Nigerian 
respectively. On June 13, 2019, 
Deputy Director-General of the 
Chartered Insurance Institute of 
Nigeria (CIIN), Mrs Elizabeth 
Ndubuisi-Chukwu, who was in 
Johannesburg for the African 
Insurance Organisation (AIO) 
Conference, was found dead in her 
hotel room at Emperors Palace Hotel. 
The deceased who died of unnatural 
causes consistent with strangulation 
as stated in a document, dated June 
27, 2019, from South Africa’s 
Department of Health, angered 
lawmakers in the Nigerian Senate 
(PM News, 2019a). On July 25, 2019, 
Mr. Tayo Faniran, a 33-year-old 
Nigerian was assaulted by South 
African policemen for denying them 
access to his phone. The maltreatment 
of Mr Faniran which he captured via 
Instagram became news on electronic 
and print media in Nigeria (Channels 
Television, 2019a). 
 
On August 26, 2019, President 
Muhammadu Buhari and his 
entourage arrived in Japan for the 
three-day 7th Tokyo International 
Conference on African Development 
(TICAD7) which took place in 
Yokohama from August 28-30, 2019 
(Shibayan, 2019). On the sidelines, 
President Buhari met with his South 
African counterpart, President Cyril 
Ramaphosa on August 28, 2019. Both 
leaders discussed the unfortunate 
killings of Nigerians in some part of 
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South Africa (Premium Times, 2019). 
Same August 28, 2019, the looting 
and burning of Nigerian and African 
immigrants’ businesses started in 
Pretoria Central Business District 
(CBD) (PM News, 2019b) and later in 
Johannesburg on September 01, 2019.  
 
On September 02, 2019, the federal 
government of Nigeria stated on its 
Twitter account, “[e]nough is enough. 
Nigeria will take definitive measures 
to ensure [the] safety and protection 
of her citizens” (Government of 
Nigeria, 2019). While the federal 
government was considering the 
courses of action to take (one of 
which, according to the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, Mr Geoffrey 
Onyeama, was the deployment of 
some Nigerian policemen to South 
Africa to work hand in hand with 
South African Police Service (SAPS) 
officers to prevent future attacks, 
should the South African government 
approve of it (Salau, 2019)) in 
accordance with Chapter II, Section 
14 (2b) of the 1999 Constitution (as 
amended) which states that “the 
security and welfare of the people 
shall be the primary purpose of 
government:”, some prominent 
Nigerians made recommendations on 
how it should respond.  
 
To send a very strong message to the 
South African authorities, the 
National Chairman of the ruling All 
Progressives Congress (APC), 
Comrade Adams Oshiomhole called 
on the Buhari-led government to take 
over the remaining shares of South 
Africans in the telecommunications 
giant, MTN, in Nigeria (Vanguard, 
2019).  Unlike Comrade Oshiomhole, 
human rights lawyer, Mr Femi Falana 
(SAN) opined that the Nigerian 
government should demand 
compensation from South Africa for 
the Nigerian victims of the recent 
xenophobic attacks. As Ramaphosa’s 
administration will likely not accede 
to the demand for compensation, he 
went on to add that the incumbent 
government should brief a team of 
lawyers to seek legal redress for the 
victims in South African courts 
(Adesomoju, 2019). Similarly, former 
Minister of External Affairs, Prof. 
Bola Akinyemi advised the federal 
government of Nigeria to take South 
Africa to the International Court of 
Justice (ICJ) for the xenophobic 
attacks on Nigerians which according 
to him are acts “sponsored” or 
“condoned” by the South African 
State in violation of Article 2, 
paragraph 2 of the International 
Covenant on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights; Article 2, paragraph 1 
of the International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights and; the United 
Nations Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Racial 
Discrimination International 
Convention on the Protection of 
Migrant Workers (Ukpabio, 2019). 
 
For the chairman of the commercial 
airline, Air Peace, in person of Mr 
Allen Onyema, it was not a time to 
make recommendations to the 
government of Nigeria but to take the 
reasonable action of evacuating 
willing Nigerians from South Africa 
back home. This he volunteered to do 
free of charge. In total, 640 Nigerians 
indicated interest in the “rescue 
mission” of Mr Onyema at the 
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Nigerian missions. On September 11, 
2019, after several hours of delay, Air 
Peace Boeing 777 aircraft departed O. 
R. Tambo International Airport, 
Johannesburg, with 187 Nigerian 
men, women and children aboard. The 
aircraft torched down at the cargo 
terminal of Murtala Muhammed 
International Airport, Ikeja, Lagos 
State, where the returnees were 
warmly received by Mr Onyema, the 
Chairman of Nigerians in Diaspora 
Commission (NIDCOM), Mrs Abike 
Dabiri-Erewa among others. As a way 
of supporting them, Mrs Abike 
Dabiri-Erewa made it known to the 
returnees that they will receive SIM 
cards with airtime worth 40,000 naira, 
9GB of data that will be valid for two 
months and also a soft loan from the 
Bank of Industry (BOI) to start up a 
small business (Akinwale, 2019; 
Channels Television, 2019b).  
 
The Second batch of Nigerian 
returnees, 314 in total plus the Head 
of Immigration and Consular Matters 
at Nigeria’s Consulate General in 
Johannesburg, Mr Anthony Ogbe, 
arrived on-board Air Peace B777 
aircraft with registration number 5N-
BWI at the cargo wing of the Murtala 
Muhammed International Airport 
where they were profiled on 
September 18, 2019 (Channels 
Television, 2019c). On behalf of the 
Lagos State government, Mr Jermaine 
Sanwo-Olu, the Senior Special 
Assistant to the Lagos State Governor 
on Diaspora, was on ground to give 
the returnees 20,000 naira. Asides the 
monetary assistance, the returnees 
from Lagos State would acquire new 
skills through the Lagos State 
Employment Trust Fund (LSETF) 
(Nigerian Tribune, 2019).  
 
For singlehandedly airlifting his 
countrymen and women back home, 
Mr Allen Onyema, on September 18, 
2019, was commended by the 
honourable lawmakers in the House 
of Representatives. It was the 
resolution of the lawmakers in the 
green lower chamber that Mr Onyema 
be given a national award (Channels 
Television, 2019c).  
 
In total, 10 people died in the fresh 
anti-immigrant violence in South 
Africa – 2 Zimbabweans and 8 South 
Africans according to the South 
African President’s Special Envoy to 
Nigeria, Mr Jeff Radebe (Shaban & 
Mumbere, 2019). Contrary to the fake 
news that was circulated on social 
media of Nigerians being killed, no 
Nigerian met his or her death at the 
hands of xenophobes. 
 
The Instigators of 2019 Xenophobic 
Violence in South Africa 
In March 2019, xenophobic violence 
against African immigrants erupted in 
South Africa which some people 
traced back to a remark made by the 
ANC presidential hopeful, Cyril 
Ramaphosa while campaigning before 
the general elections which took place 
on May 08, 2019. In his words: 
 
“Everybody just arrives in our 
townships and rural areas and set 
up businesses without licences 
and permits, we are going to 
bring this to an end. And those 
who are operating illegally 
wherever they come from must 
now know…,” (Hairsine, 2019). 
“The anti-foreigner violence that 
followed the president’s remark 
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forced many African immigrants to 
seek refuge in a mosque and police 
station. It therefore became necessary 
for the South African Minister of 
International Relations and 
Cooperation, Mrs. Lindiwe Sisulu to 
hold talks with African countries 
ambassadors on the recent attacks 
which she did on April 01, 2019” 
(Ogunnoiki & Adeyemi, 2019:12-13). 
 
Few months after the March incident, 
Mr Zweli Ndaba, the leader of the 
Sisonke People’s Forum, instigated 
another anti-immigrant attacks with 
his inciting flyers. After several 
attempts to meet with Johannesburg 
Mayor, Herman Mashaba, Gauteng 
Premier, David Makhura, the national 
and provincial police, and other 
government departments to discuss 
pressing issues such as drug peddling 
in their communities, property theft 
and foreign nationals taking their jobs 
failed, he called on hostel dwellers in 
Johannesburg and the All Truck 
Drivers Foundation (ATDF) to 
organise a national shutdown which 
was to commence on September 02, 
2019 (Bornman, 2019). 
 
Reactions in Nigeria to the 
Renewed Xenophobic Violence in 
South Africa 
The recent looting and burning of 
Nigerian businesses by angry locals in 
South Africa sparked diplomatic 
tension between Africa’s sub-regional 
powers – Nigeria and South Africa. 
On September 03, 2019, the South 
African High Commission in Abuja 
and Consulate in Lagos were 
temporarily shut down for the safety 
of its employees according to South 
Africa’s Department of International 
Relations and Cooperation (DIRCO) 
spokesman, Mr Lunga Ngqengelele 
(France24, 2019). The following day, 
the Buhari-led government announced 
that Vice President Yemi Osinbajo, 
who was to be at the World Economic 
Forum (WEF) on Africa, will not be 
attending the Forum which took place 
in Cape Town from September 04-06, 
2019. Though the federal government 
boycotted the WEF on Africa, some 
notable Nigerians were in attendance 
– former Minister of Education, Mrs 
Oby Ezekwesili and the Chairman of 
Zenith Bank, Mr. Jim Ovia (who later 
withdrew from the Forum on 
September 05, 2019) (Abdulazizi, 
2019). Same September 05, 2019, the 
Minister of Information and Culture, 
Alhaji Lai Mohammed in a press 
conference at Abuja, announced that 
in addition to boycotting the WEF on 
Africa, Nigeria was “recalling” its 
High Commissioner to South Africa, 
Ambassador Kabiru Bala (which did 
not happen in the real sense of the 
word) (Channels Television, 2019d).   
 
On September 03, 2019, President 
Muhammadu Buhari wrote on Twitter 
that he will be sending a Special 
Envoy to President Cyril Ramaphosa 
“to share our deep concern about the 
security of Nigerian lives and 
property in South Africa, and to 
ensure that the South African 
government is doing everything 
within its power in this regard” 
(Bhengu, 2019). The Special Envoy, 
Ambassador Ahmed Rufai Abubakar, 
who was in Pretoria from September 
05-07, 2019, presented his report to 
President Buhari as disclosed by the 
President’s Special Adviser on Media 
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and Publicity, Mr Femi Adesina, in a 
statement dated September 09, 2019 
(State House, 2019). Also on 
September 03, 2019, Mr Adesina 
mentioned that President Buhari had 
instructed the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, Mr Geoffrey Onyeama to 
summon the Acting High 
Commissioner of South Africa to 
Nigeria, Mr Bobby J. Moroe, “and get 
a brief on the situation; express 
Nigeria’s displeasure over the 
treatment of her citizens; and 
assurance of the safety of their lives 
and property” (Kabir, 2019). On 
September 16, 2019, Mr Jeff Radebe, 
the Special Envoy of President Cyril 
Ramaphosa, was in the State House, 
Abuja, to tender the president’s letter 
of apology to President Buhari for the 
recent attacks on Nigerian businesses 
in South Africa.  
On October 02, 2019, President 
Muhammadu Buhari arrived South 
Africa’s Waterkloof Air Force Base 
where South Africa’s government 
officials led by the Minster of 
International Relations and 
Cooperation, Mrs Naledi Pandor, 
warmly received him after 
disembarking from the Nigerian Air 
Force plane 001. During his three-day 
State visit, President Buhari and 
Ramaphosa discussed the recent 
xenophobic violence against 
Nigerians and how both countries can 
work together to prevent a repeat of 
the ugly incident. In that regard, both 
leaders agreed to set up “early 
warning mechanisms” (Schneider, 
2019). Also discussed was the long-
standing trade relation between the 
two economic heavyweights of Africa 
which needed to be bolstered.  
 
Economically speaking, there were 
reprisal attacks on South African-
owned businesses across the country 
(which unknown to the retaliators, 
many Nigerians are stakeholders in 
them). On September 03, 2019, the 
office of MTN in Bodija, Ibadan, was 
set ablaze. In Uyo, the capital of 
Akwa Ibom State, its office was also 
attacked while the equipment in some 
of its stores in Surelere, Lagos State, 
were vandalised (Associated Press 
(AP) as cited in VOA News, 2019). 
Thus, the telecommunications giant 
announced the indefinite closure of its 
stores and service centres nationwide 
on September 04, 2019.  
 
Aside MTN, the outlet of South 
African clothing retailer, PEP, in 
Surulere, Lagos, was attacked and 
looted on September 03, 2019, while 
two outlets of the supermarket chain, 
Shoprite, were attacked same day 
(Associated Press (AP) as cited in 
VOA News, 2019). It took armed 
policemen to forestall further 
retaliatory attacks on South African-
owned businesses in the commercial 
city. Sadly, over 5,000 jobs were lost 
according to the governor of Lagos 
State, Babajide Sanwo-Olu (Kolawole 
& Uzor, 2019).  
 
Following the tit for tat across the 
country, the federal government 
cautioned Nigerians to desist from 
retaliatory attacks. This warning was 
not heeded to by many Nigerian 
protesters who on September 04, 
2019, attempted to attack Shoprite in 
the Federal Capital Territory (FCT), 
Abuja. Denied access to the grocery 
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store by armed policemen, the 
protesters resorted to burning tyres on 
the Nnamdi Azikiwe International 
Airport road, Lugbe. They were later 
dispersed by the policemen who fired 
teargas canisters (Channels 
Television, 2019e). 
 
Socially, many internet savvy 
Nigerians did not fail to air their 
views on the recent wave of 
xenophobic attacks on businesses 
owned by Nigerians in South Africa. 
On social media: Facebook, Twitter, 
Instagram etc., many Nigerians 
condemned the dastardly act in their 
posts that ended with the hashtag 
#SayNoToXenophobia. Among those 
that commented on the xenophobic 
attacks on Nigerian businesses were 
Nigerian celebrities – Wizkid, Banky 
W, Funke Akindele-Bello, Omotola 
Jalade-Ekeinde and Genevieve Nnaji. 
Matching words with action, the 
Afrofusion star, Burna Boy, on 
September 03, 2019, vowed on 
Twitter never to set foot in South 
Africa until the South African 
government wakes up and 
miraculously addresses the 
reoccurring xenophobic attacks on 
foreign nationals (Rogo, 2019). On 
September 04, 2019, it was the turn of 
the songstress, Tiwa Savage, who 
announced on Twitter, the 
cancellation of her performance in 
DStv Delicious Festival which was 
slated for September 21st, 2019, in 
Johannesburg (Augoye, 2019). Same 
day, Nigerian comedian, Basketmouth 
posted on his Instagram page, his 
decision not to attend the Comics 
Choice Awards scheduled for that 
weekend in solidarity with the 
Nigerian people against xenophobic 
violence in South Africa 
(Rhythm93.7, 2019). On the part of 
the federal government, the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs issued a travel 
advisory to Nigerians, not to travel to 
volatile and high risk areas in South 
Africa until the situation is brought 
under control (Nwafor, 2019). 
 
Conclusion 
The 2019 xenophobic violence in 
South Africa is one of the deadliest 
and destructive violence against 
African immigrants in the country. 
Unlike previous years, the reactions 
that ensued in the Nigerian State were 
surprisingly different. The evacuation 
of willing Nigerians from South 
Africa by a Nigerian businessman, the 
federal government boycott of the 
WEF on Africa, Nigerian celebrities 
cancellation of their appearance in 
scheduled social events in South 
Africa and not to forget, Nigerian 
youths reprisal attacks on the offices 
and outlets of several South African-
owned businesses across the country, 
goes to show that the people and 
government of Nigeria have had 
enough of the intolerance and one too 
many victimisation of Nigerians in 
South Africa. 
 
Recommendations 
In the light of the findings in this 
research paper, the following is 
strongly recommended: 
i) The South African government 
should first and foremost call a 
spade a spade. Rather than tag 
the looting and burning of 
African immigrants’ stores as 
‘criminal acts’, it should admit 
that it is faced with xenophobia 
   79 
 
Adeleke Olumide Ogunnoiki                                                                                                           CUJPIA (2019) 7(2) 70-89 
 
 
URL: http://journals.covenantuniversity.edu.ng/index.php/cujpia 
 
in some part of the country 
which is the first step in the 
right direction; 
ii) Influential persons in the 
rainbow nation should avoid 
making unguarded remarks that 
can incite the locals to carryout 
xenophobic attacks on foreign 
nationals;  
iii) The South African government 
should partner with Non-
Governmental Organisations 
(NGOs) in sensitising the locals 
on immigrants as well as in 
rekindling the spirit of Ubuntu; 
iv) The locals in question, should 
get rid of the mentality of being 
‘entitled’ to jobs and the likes 
from the government. They 
should acquire and put to good 
use skills which will not only 
make them self-employed, but 
in no time, employers of labour 
in the informal sector of South 
Africa’s economy; 
v) Effective policing of hostile 
townships in South Africa will 
go a long way in forestalling 
xenophobic violence in the 
nearest future;  
vi) The criminal justice system of 
South Africa urgently needs 
reform. If this is painstakingly 
done, it would bring about the 
much awaited prosecution and 
conviction of the xenophobes in 
the custody of the South 
African Police Service (SAPS); 
vii) Media houses in South Africa 
need to stop stereotyping 
African immigrants as 
criminals which fuels the locals 
animosity towards black 
foreigners; 
viii) The national government of 
Nigeria and South Africa 
should tackle bad governance, 
corruption, poverty and 
unemployment in their country. 
Once these challenges have 
been addressed, there will be no 
need for many Nigerians to 
travel down to South Africa 
legally or illegally for ‘greener 
pasture’ and the locals in South 
Africa will not have to attack 
Nigerians; 
ix) As an extreme measure, the 
federal government of Nigeria, 
if xenophobic attacks against 
Nigerians continue unabated in 
South Africa, should file a case 
of ‘crimes against humanity’ at 
the International Criminal 
Court (ICC); 
x) The African Union (AU) as the 
regional body should assist the 
South African government in 
tackling ‘afrophobia’, which if 
left unattended to, can hinder 
the African integration project 
in our fast globalising world. 
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